
Legislation.
REGULATION OF THE PRACTICE OF MEDI-

CINE IN THE UNITED STATES.1
Litte has been done in this country until within

a few years to exercise any control over the practice
of medicine. Absolute freedom has been allowed
every one who desired to take the responsibility of
treating disease, even if he possessed no knowledge
whatever. Indeed, it is a matter of record that the
law has actually protected an individual from the re-
sults of his work on the plea of ignorance, thus show-
ing an absence of evil intent. We give the more

prominent of the laws which have been passed in dif-
ferent States. The California law resembles closely
that of Illinois, a Board of Examiners being substituted
for the Board of Health. The Vermont law resembles
that of New Hampshire. Laws exist also in Alabama
and Texas. A Medical Registry Law has lately been
passed in Pennsylvania. Rather more active efforts
are being made to enforce the New York Registry
L w, but without results to record.

NEW YORK.

Chapter 513. An act entitled An Act to regulate the Licens-
ing of Physicians and Surgeons. Passed May 29, 1880, three
fifths being present.

The peuple iif the State of New \Yorlc, represented in Senate
and Assembly, do enact as follows:

—Section I. A person shall not practice physic or surgery
within the State unless he is twenty-one years of age, and either
has been heretofore authorized so to do, pursuant to the laws in
force at the time of his authorization, or is hereafter authorized
so to do as prescribed by chapter seven hundred and forty-six
of the laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-two,2 or by subse-
quent sections of this act.

Sect. II. Every person now lawfully engaged in the practice
of physic and surgery within the State shall, on or before the
first day of October, eighteen hundred and eighty, and every
person hereafter duly authorized to practice physic and surgery,
shall, before commencing to practice, register in the clerk's
office of the county where he is practicing, or intends to com-
mence the practice of, physic and surgery, in a book to he kept
by said clerk, his name, residence, and place of birth, together
with his authority for so practicing physic and surgery as pre-
scribed in this act. The person so registering shall subscribe
and verify by oath or affirmation, before a person duly qualified
to administer oaths under the laws of the State, an affidavit
containing such facts, and whether such authority is by diploma
or license, and the date of the same, and by whom granted,
which, if willfully false, shall subject the affiant to conviction and
punishment for perjury. The county clerk to receive a fee of
twenty-five cents for such registration, to be paid by the person
so registering.

Sect. III. A person who violates either of the two preceding
sections of this act, or who shall practice physic or surgery un-
der cover of a diploma illegally obtained, shall be deemed to
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction shall be punished
by a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor more than two hun-
dred dollars for the first offense, and for each subsequent offense
by a tine of not less than one hundred dollars nor more than
five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment for not less than thirty
days nor more than ninety days, or both. The fine when col-
lected shall be paid, the one half to the person or corporation
making the complaint, the other half iuto the county treasury.
Sect. IV. A person coming to the State from without the

State may be licensed to practice physic and surgery, or either,
within the State, in the following manner: If he lias a diploma
conferring upon him the degree of doctor of medicine, issued
by an incorporated university, medical college, or medical
school without the State, he shall exhibit the same to the fac-
ulty of some incorporated medical college or medical school of
this State, with satisfactory evidence of his good moral charac-
ter, and such other evidence, if any, of his qualifications as a

physician or surgeon as said faculty may require. If his di-
ploma and qualifications are approved by them, then they shall

1 For the North Carolina Medical Law see Editorial.
2 This chapter follows the act.
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indorse said diploma, which shall make it for the purpose of
his license to practico medicine and surgery within this State
the same as if issued by them. The applicant shall pay to the
dean of saiil faculty the sum of twenty dollars for such exami-
nation and indorsement. This indorsed diploma shall authorize
him to practice physic and surgery within the State upon his
coin plying with the provisions of Section II. of this act.

Sect. V. The degree of doctor of medicine lawfully con-
ferred by any incorporated medicat college or university in this
State shall be a license to practice physic and surgery within
the State after the person to whom it is granted shall have com-

plied with Section II. of this act.
Sect. VI. Nothing in this act shall apply to commissioned

medical officers of the United States army or navy, or of the
United States marine hospital service. Nor shall it apply to
any person who has practiced medicine and surgery for ten
years last past, and who is now pursuing the study of medicine
and surgery in any legally incorporated medical college within
this State, and who shall graduate from and receive a diploma
within two years from the passage of this act.

Sect. VII. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the
provisions of this act are hereby repealed.

State of New York, )
Office of the Secretary of State. jss"
I have compared the preceding with the original law on file

in this office, and do hereby certify that the same is a correct
transcript therefrom and of the whole of said original law.

Joseph B. Cakr,
Secretary of State.

Chapter 746. An act relating to the examination of candi-
dates for the degree of doctor of medicine. Passed May 16,
1872.

The people of the State of Neiv York, represented in Senate and
Assembly, do enact as follows :

—Section I. The regents of the University of the State of New
York shall appoint one or more Boards of Examiners in medi-
cine, each board to consist of not less than seven members, who
shall have been licensed to practice physic and surgery in this
State.
Sect. II. Such examiners shall faithfully examine all candi-

dates referred to them for that parpóse by the chancellor of said
university, and furnish him a detailed report in writing of all
the questions and answers of each examination, together with a

separate written opinion of each examiner as to the acquire-
ments and merits of the candidates in each case.

Sect. III. Such examinations shall be in anatomy, physiol-
ogy, materia medica, pathology, histology, clinical medicine,
chemistry, surgery, midwifery, and in therapeutics, according to
each of the systems of practice represented by the several med-
ical societies of the State.
Sect. IV. The said reports of examinations and the annexed

opinions of the examiners shall forever be a part of the public
records of the said university, and the orders of the chancellor
addressed to the examiners, together with the action of the re-
gents, in each case, shall accompany the same.

Sect. V. Any person over twenty-one years of age, of goodmoral character, and paying not less than thirty-five dollars
into the treasury of the university, and on applying to the chan-
cellor for the aforesaid examination, shall receive an order to
that effect, addressed to one of the Boards of Examiners, pro-
vided he shall adduce proofs satisfactory to the chancellor that
he or she has a competent knowledge of all the branches of
learning taught in the common schools of this State, and of the
Latin language, and that he has diligently studied medicine not
less than three years, under the direction of one or more physi-cians duly qualified to practice medicine, or has himself been
licensed, on examination, by some medical society or college
legally empowered to issue licenses or degrees iu medicine.

Sect. VI. The regents of the university, on receiving the
aforesaid reports of the examiners, and on finding that not less
than five members of a board have voted in favor of a candi-
date, shall issue to him or her a diploma conferring the degree
of doctor of medicine of the University of the State of New
York, which degree shall be a license to practice physic and
surgery.

Sect. VII. The candidate, on receiving said diploma, shall
pay to the university the further sum of not loss than ten dol-
lars.

Sect. VIII. The moneys paid to the university, as aforesaid,
shall be appropriated by the regents for the expenses of execut-
ing the provisions of this act.

Sect. IX. The regents may establish such rules and regula-
tions, from time to time, as they may deem necessary to insure
the faithful execution of the provisions of this act.
Sect. X. This act shall take effect immediately.
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ILLINOIS.

The following is a full copy of An Act to regulate
the Practice of Medicine in the State of Illinois. Ap-
proved May 29, 1877. In force July 1, 1877 : —

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Illinois, represented
in the General Assembly : Section I. That every person practic-
ing medicine, in any of its departments, shall possess the qualifi-
cations required by this act. If a graduate in medicine, he shall
present his diploma to the State Board of Health, if such Board
of Health shall be established by law, or Board of Examiners
herein named, for verification as to its genuineness. If the di-
ploma is found genuine, and if the person named therein be the
person claiming and presenting the same, the State Board of
Health, if such Board of Health shall be established by law,
or the Board of Examiners, shall issue its certificate to that ef-
fect, signed by all of the members thereof, and such diploma and
certificate shall be conclusive as to the right of the lawful holder
of the same to practice medicine in this State. If not a graduate,
the person practicing medicine in this State shall present himself
before said board, and submit himself to such examinations as
the said board shall require ; and if the examination be satis-
factory to the examiners, the said board shall issue its certifi-
cate in accordance with the facts, and the lawful holder of such
certificate shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges herein
mentioned.

Sect. II. In case a State Board of Health shall not be estab-
lished by law, then each State Medical Society incorporated aud
in active existence on the first day of July, eighteen hundred
and seventy-seven, whose members are required to possess diplo-
mas or license from some legally-chartered medical institution in
good standing, shall appoint, annually, a Board of Examiners,
consisting of seven members, who shall hold their offices for one
year, and until their successors shall be chosen. The Exam-
iners so appointed shall go before a county judge and make oath
that they are regular graduates or licentiates, and that they will
faithfully perform the duties of their office. Vacancies occur-

ring in a Board of Examiners shall be filled by the Society ap-
pointing it bv the selection of alternates, or otherwise.

Sect. III." The State Board of Health, if such Board of
Health shall be established bylaw, or Board of Examiners, shall
organize within three months after the passage of this act; they
shall procure a seal, and shall receive through their secretary
applications for certificates and examinations ; the president of
each board shall have authority to administer oaths, and the
board take testimony in all matters relating to their duties;
they shall issue certificates to all who furnish satisfactory proof
of having received diplomas or licenses from legally chartered
medical institutions in good standing ; they shall prepare two
forms of certificates, one for persons in possession of diplomas
or licenses, the other for candidates examined by the board ;
they shall furnish to the county clerks of the several counties a
list of all persons receiving certificates. In selecting places to
hold their meetings, they shall, as far as is reasonable, accommo-
date applicants residing in different sections of the State, and
due notice shall be published of all their meetings. Certificates
shall be signed by all the members of the board granting them,
and shall indicate the medical society to which the examining
board is attached.

Sect. IV. Said State Board of Health, if such Board of
Health shall be established by law, or Board of Examiners, shall
examine diplomas as to their genuineness, and if the diploma
shall be found genuine as represented, the secretary of the State
Board of Health, if such Board of Health shall be established
by law, or Board of Examiners, shall receive a fee of one dollar
from each graduate or licentiate, and no further charge shall lie
made to the applicants; but if it be found tobe fraudulent,
or not lawfully owned by the possessor, the board shall be enti-
tled to charge and collect twenty dollars of the applicant pre-
senting such diploma. The verification of the diploma shall
consist in the affidavit of the holder and applicant that he is the
lawful possessor of the same, and that he is the person therein
named. Such affidavit may be taken before any person author-
ized to administer oaths, and the same shall be attested under
the hand and official seal of such officer, if he have a seal.
Graduates may present their diplomas and affidavits as provided
in this act, by letter or by proxy, and the State Board of Health,
if such Board of Health shall be established by law, or Board of
Examiners, shall issue its certificate the same as though the
owner of the diploma was present.

Sect. V. All examinations of persons not graduates or licen-
tiates shall be made directly by the board, and the certificates
given by the boards shall authorize the possessor to practice
medicine and surgery in the State of Illinois.

Sect. VI. Every person holding a certificate from the State
Board of Health, if such Board of Health shall be established bylaw, or Board of Examiners, shall have it recorded in the office
of the clerk of the county in which he resides, and the record
shall be indorsed thereon. Any person removing to another
county to practice shall procure an indorsement to that effect
on the certificate from the county clerk, and shall record the
certificate, in like manner, in the county to which he removes,
and the holder of the certificate shall pay to the county clerk the
usual fees for making the record.

Sect. VII. The county clerk shall keep, in a book provided for
the purpose, a complete list of the certificates recorded by him,
with the date of the issue and the name of the medical societyrepresented by the State Board of Health, if such Board of
Health shall be established by law, or Board of Examiners issu-
ing them. If the certificate be based on a diploma or license, he
shall record the name of the medical institution conferring it,
and the date when conferred. The register of the county clerk
shall he open to public inspection during business hours.

Sect. VIII. Candidates for examination shall pay a fee of
five dollars, in advance, which shall be returned to them if a
certificate be refused. The fees received by the hoard shall be
paid into the treasury of the medical society by which the board
shall have been appointed, and the expenses and compensation
of the board shall be subject to arrangement with the society.Sect. IX. Examinations may be made in whole or in part inwriting, and shall be of an elementary and practical character,but sufficiently strict to test the qualifications of the candidate
as a practitioner.

Sect. X. The State Board of Health, if such Board of Health
shall be established by law, or Board of Examiners, may refuse
certificates to individuals guilty of unprofessional or dishonora-ble conduct, and they may revoke certificates for like causes. In
all cases of refusal or revocation the applicant may appeal to the
body appointing the board.

Sect. XI. Any person shall be regarded as practicing medi-
cine, within the meaning of this act, who shall profess publicly
to be a physician and to prescribe for the sick, or who shall ap-
pend to his name the letters of " M. D." But nothing in this
act shall be construed to prohibit students from prescribing un-
der the supervision of preceptors, or to" prohibit gratuitous ser-
vices in cases of emergency. And this act shall not apply to
commissioned surgeons of the United States army and navy.Sect. XII. Any itinerant vender of any drug, nostrum, oint-
ment, or appliance of any kind, intended for the treatment of
disease or injury, or who shall, by writing or printing, or any
other method, publicly profess to cure or treat diseases, injury,
or deformity by any drug, nostrum, manipulation, or other ex-

pedient shall pay a license of one hundred dollars a month, to
be collected in the usual way.

Sect. XIII. Any person practicing medicine or surgery in
this State without complying with the provisions of this act
shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifiy dollars, nor
more thau five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the
county jail for a period of not less than thirty days, nor more
than three hundred and sixty-five days, or by both such fine and
imprisonment for each and every offense; and any person filing
or attempting to file as his own the diploma or certificate of an-
other or a forged affidavit of identification shall be guilty of
a felony, and upon conviction shall be subject to such fine and
imprisonment as are made and provided by the statutes of this
State for the crime of forgery; but the penalties shall not he
enforced till on and after the thirty-first day of December, eight-
een hundred and seventy-seven: Provided, That the provisions
of this act shall not apply to those that have been practicing
medicine ten years within this State.
[The Board of Health was established by law approved May

25, 1877, which took effect July 1, 1877.]
NEW HAMPSHIRE.

General Laws relating to the Practice ofMedicine,
Surgery, Dentistry, and Pharmacy.
Chapter 1. Practice of medicine, surgery, and dentistry.
Section I. Physicians and surgeons not to practice without

license from medical society. Sect. II. Medical societies to
examine and license. Sect. HI. Dentists not to practice with-
out dental degree or license of New Hampshire Dental Society.
Sect. IV. Society shall examine and license. Sect. V. License
recorded, where. Sect. VI. Fees for licenses. Sect. VIL
Penalty for practicing without lawful authority. Sect. VIII.
Law not applicable, when.Section I. It shall not be lawful for any person to practicemedicine, surgery, or midwifery, unless such person shall have
obtained a license from some medical society organized under
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the laws of this State, stating that he is qualified in the branches
of the medical profession named in said license.

Sect. II. Every medical society organized under the laws of
this State, shall, at such time and in such manner as may bo
prescribed in its charter or by-laws, elect a board of censors,
consisting of three members, who shall be elected for such term
as may be prescribed in said charter or by-laws, which board
shall have authority to examine and license persons to practice
medicine, surgery, or midwifery.The board shall issue licenses without examination to all per-
sons who furnish evidence by diploma from some medical school
authorized to confer degrees in medicine and surgery, when said
board is satisfied that the person presenting such diploma has
obtained it after pursuing some prescribed course of study and
upon due examination.

Said board shall also have power, upon due notice and hear-
ing, to revoke any license granted by said board, when improp-
erly obtained, or when the holder has, by conviction for crime,
or any other cause, ceased to be worthy of public confidence.
Such license or revocation shall be recorded by the clerk of

said medical society.Sect. III. It shall not be lawful for any person who is not
duly authorized to practice medicine or surgery to practice
dentistry, unless such person has received a dental degree from
some, college, university, or medical school authorized to confer
the same, or shall have obtained a license from the New Hamp-
shire Dental Society.

Sect. IV. Said dental society shall, at such time and in such
manner as may be prescribed in its charter or by-laws, elect a
board of censors, consisting of three members, who shall be
elected for such term as may be prescribed by the society, which
board shall have authority to examine and license persons to
practice dentistry. The license shall be recorded by the clerk of
said society.Sect. V. No person receiving a license as herein provided
shall be authorized to practice until he shall have procured the
same to be recorded by the clerk of the court in the county
where he resides, if a resident of this State; if not a resident of
this State, in the county where he intends to practice.

Such licenses shall be recorded in a book provided for that
purpose, and which shall bear the title and inscription of the
medical and dental register of-county; and the fee for re-
cording the same shall be fifty cents.

Sect. VI. Each person receiving a license upon examination
shall pay for the use of the society granting the same the sum
of five dollars ; upon diploma one dollar.

Sect. VII. If any person shall practice medicine, surgery,
midwifery, or dentistry, without being duly authorized as pro-
vided in this chapter, or after his license is revoked, he shall be
punished by a fine of not more than three hundred dollars for
each offense.

Sect. VIII. The provisions of the preceding sections shall
not apply to persons who have resided and practiced their pro-
fession in the town and city of their present residence during all
the time since January first, eighteen hundred and seventy-five,
nor to physicians residing out of the State, when called into the
State for consultation with duly licensed physicians, or to at-
tend upon patients in the regular course of business.
Chapter 2, Sale of drugs and medicine.
Chapter 3. Advancement of anatomical and surgical science.

PENNSYLVANIA.

No. 55. An Act to regulate the Practice of Med-
icine, Surgery, and Obstetrics in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.
Seetion I. Be it enacted, etc.: That the standard qualifica-

tions of a practitioner of medicine, surgery, and obstetrics, or of
any one who may attempt to practice, singly or jointly, medi-
cine, surgery, or obstetrics, shall be and consist of the following,
namely :

—A comprehensive and practical knowledge of human anatomy,
human physiology, pathology, chemistry, materia medica, ob-
stetrics, practice of medicine and surgery, and public hygiene,
and a good moral character.

Sect. II. The possession of a diploma, regularly issued by a
medical school acting under a charter from this or other Slate
or country shall constitute the sufficient license for the person
to whom such diploma is granted to practice, singly or jointly,
medicine, surgery, or obstetrics, as set forth and empowered in
said diploma : Provided, however, that a diploma that has been
or that may hereafter be granted for a money consideration, or
other article of value alone, or that has been or may hereafter
be granted to any one who has not pursued the usual course of

studies required by a legally chartered medical school, shall not
be considered as a sufficient qualification under this act.

Sect. HI. Any practitioner who may not have a diploma, as

provided for in section two of this act, and who may not be
qualified, as hereinafter provided, shall have the privilege of
applying to the prothonotary of the court of common pleas of
the judicial district in which such applicant resides for an ex-
amination in the brunches of medical science and art, set forth
in section one of this act; whereupon it shall ha the duty of
such court to appoint a committee or committees, consisting
each of three respectable practitioners of medicine of the school
of practice recognized in this commonwealth, to which such ap-
plicant or applicants may profess to belong, and shall fix the
time and place of holding such examinations.
Each of said applicants, before being admitted to examina-

tion, shall deposit with such committee the sum of fifteen dol-
lars (S15), which money shall be equally divided among them,
for which they shall give a receipt; it shall be the duty of such
committee or committees to convene at any time upon the call
of an applicant or applicants for examination ; it shall be the
duty of such committee, when the said applicant is found to be
qualified, as set forth in section one of this act, to grant to such
applicant a certificate, and said certificate shall be the sufficient
license for the person to whom it is granted to open an office in
this commonwealth for the practice of medicine, surgery, or ob-
stetrics ; it shall further be the duty of such committee to appear
before the clerk of such court and take an oath or affirmation
that they have not taken and will not receive, directly or indi-
rectly, any other compensation for instituting such examination
than that which is herein provided.
Sect. IV. Any person who has attended one full course of

lectures in any respectable school of medicine recognized by
law, aud has been a resident practitioner of medicine, surgery,
or obstetrics in this commonwealth live years previous to the
passage of this act, is hereby authorized to pursue the same.

Any person who has been in the continuous practice of medi-
cine, surgery, or obstetrics for teu years in this commonwealth
shall be and is hereby authorized to pursue the same.

Sect. V. Any person who shall attempt to practice medicine
or surgery, by opening a transient office within this common-
wealth, or who shall, by handbill or other form of written or

printed advertisements, assign such transient office or other
place to persons seeking medical or surgical advice or prescrip-
tion, shall, before being allowed to practice as aforesaid, appear
before the clerk of the court of quarter sessions of the county
wherein said practitioner shall attempt to practice, and shall fur-
nish satisfactory evidence to such clerk that the provisions of
this act have been complied with, and shall, in addition, take
out a license for one year, and pay into the county treasury, for
the use of such county, the sum of two hundred dollars there-
for, whereupon it shall be the duty of such clerk to issue to
such applicant a proper certificate of license, on payment of the
fee of two dollars for his services ï Provided, however, that the
announcement of name, title, and place of business by card, or
announcement of name, title, and place of business in news-

paper or other periodical, shall be sanctioned as legitimate, and
is so approved by this act-

Sect. VI. Any person violating the provisions of this act
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction
shall be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding five hundred dol-
lars, for the use of the county wherein such misdemeanor is com-
mitted, or imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both, at the
discretion of the court; any person so convicted shall not be
entitled to any fee for services rendered, and if a fee shall have
been paid, the patient, or his or her heirs, may recover the same
as debts of like amount are now recoverable by law.
Approved the 12th day of April, A. D. 1875.

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOB THE REGISTRATION OF ALL PRAC-
TITIONERS OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY.

Section I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assem-
bly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same: That
the prothonotary of each county shall purchase a book of suita-
ble size, to be known as the medical register of the county (if
such book has not been purchased already), and shall set apart
one full page for the registration of each practitioner, and when
any practitioner shall depart this life or remove from the county
he shall make a note of the same at the bottom of the page, and
shall perform such other duties as are required by this act.
Sect. II. livery person who shall practice medicine or sur-

gery, or any of the branches of medicine or surgery, for gain, or
shall receive or accept for his or her services as a practitioner of
medicine or surgery any fee or reward, directly or indirectly,
shall be a graduate of a legally chartered medical college or uni-

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at LOS ANGELES (UCLA) on June 23, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



versify having authority to confer the degree of doctor of medi-
cine (except as provided for in section live of this act), and such
person shall present to the prothonotary of the county in which he
or she residí s or sojourns his or her medical diploma, as well as a
true copy of the same, including any indorsements thereon, and
shall make affidavit before him that the diploma and indorse-
ments are genuine ; thereupon the prothonotary shall enter the
following in the register, to wit : the name in full of the practi-tioner, his or her place of nativity, his or her place of residence,
the name of the college or university that has conferred the de-
gree of doctor of medicine, the year when such degree was con-
ferred, and in like manner any other degree or degrees that the
practitioner may desire to place on record, to all of which the
practitioner shall likewise make affidavit before the prothonotary,
and the prothonotary shall place the copy of such diploma, in-
cluding the indorsements, on file in his office for inspection bythe public.Sect. HI. Any person whose medical diploma has been de-
stroyed or lost shall present to the prothonotary of the county
in which he or she resides or sojourns a duly certified copy of
his or her diploma ; but if the same is not obtainable, a statement
of this fact, together with the names of the professors whose
lectures he or she attended, and the branches of study upon which
each professor lectured, to all of which the practitioner shall
make affidavit before the prothonotary, after which the practi-tioner shall be allowed to register in manner and form as indi-
cated in section two of this act, and the prothonotary shall placesuch certified statement on file in his office for inspection by the
public.

Sect. IV. Any person who may desire to commence the
practice of medicine or surgery in this State after the passage of
this act, having a medical diploma issued or purporting to have
been issued by any college, university, society, or association in
another State or foreign country, shall lay the same before the
faculty of one of the medical colleges or universities of this Com-
monwealth for inspection, and the faculty being satisfied as to
the qualifications of the applicant and the genuineness of the di-
ploma shall direct the dean of the faculty to indorse the same,
after which such person shall be allowed to register, as required
by section two of this act.
Sect. V. Any person who has been in the continuous prac-

tice of medicine or surgery in this Commonwealth since one
thousand eight hundred and seventy-one without the degree of
doctor of medicine shall be allowed to continue such practice,but such person shall, nevertheless, appear before the prothono-
tary of the county in which he or she resides, and shall present
to him a written statement of these facts, to which the practi-
tioner shall make affidavit ; thereupon the prothonotary shall en-
ter the following in the register, to wit : the name in full of the
practitioner, his or her place of nativity, his or her place of resi-
dence, the time of continuous practice in this Commonwealth,
and the place or places where such practice was pursued, to all
of which the practitioner shall likewise make affidavit, and the
prothonotary shall place the certified statement on file in his of-
fice for inspection by the public.

Sect. VI. Every practitioner who shall be admitted to regis-
tration shall pay to the prothonotary one dollar, which shall be
compensation in full for registration, and the prothonotary shall
give a receipt for the same.

Sect. VII. Any practitioner who shall present to the faculty
of an institution for indorsement, or to a prothonotary, a di-
ploma which has been obtained fraudulently or is in wdiole or in
part a forgery, or shall make affidavit to any false statement to
be filed or registered, or shall practice medicine or surgery with-
out conforming to the requirements of this act, or shall other-
wise violate or neglect to comply with any of the provisions of
this act, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on convic-
tion shall be punished for each and every offense by a fine of one
hundred dollars, one-half to be paid to the prosecutor and the
other half to be paid to the county, or be imprisoned in the
county jail of the proper county for a term not exceeding one
year, or both, or either, at the discretion of the court.

Sect. VIII. Nothing in this act shall be so construed as to
prevent any physician or surgeon legally qualified to practice
medicine or surgery in the State in which he or she resides from
practicing in this Commonwealth, but any person or persons
opening an office or appointing any place where he or she may
meet patients or receive calls shall be deemed a sojourner, and
shall conform to the requirements of this act.

Sect. IX. This act shall take effect on the first day of June,
one thousand one hundred and eighty-one.
The Medical Times makes the following comments upon the

above law :
—A weak point in this otherwise admirable law is, it appears to

us, the fact that no limit of time is fixed for registry beyond which
the penalty may be enacted for non-compliance. The act went

into iffect on June 1st. Are all practitioners who failed to reg-
ister on that day liable to fir,e and imprisonment! Hardly, weshould think. But, on the other baud, how long are the igno-
rant, negligent, and criminously inclined to he permitted to ueg-
lict registration ! Indefinitely? It looks like it. We venture
also to wonder how I he prothonotary is to know when any prac-titioner has " departid this life." Must he scan the daily papers
for this purpose i But, on the whole, the act is a good one, and
fraught, we may hope, with advantage to the dignity and respec-tability of the profession aud the health and safety of the com-

munity.
TKXAS.

Extract from Civil Code of the State of Texas,
adopted by the legislature, to take effect from Septem-
ber 1, 1879.
Title LXXIII. Physicians. Article 3625. The presidingjudges of the district courts of the several judicial districts of

this State shall, as soon as practicable, severally appoint a board
of medical examiners for their respective districts, which ap-
pointment shall be in writing and signed by the judge makingthe same, and delivered to the person appointed.Art. 3626. Said board of medical examiners shall be com-

posed of not less than three practicing physicians of known abil-
ity, who are graduates of some medical college recognized bythe American Medical Association, and who are residents of ihe
district for which they are appointed.Art. 3627. The appointment of a member of a board of med-
ical examiners shall continue for two years from the date of such
appointment.
Art. 3628. The board shall, immediately after appointment,select one of their number president and one secretary, and adoptall necessary rules for the guidance and control of their meet-

ings.
Art. 3629. Said board shall meet regularly, semi-annually,

at some central point in their respective districts, to conduct ex-
aminations aud grant certificates as hereinafter provided, and
they shall give at least one month's public notice of the time and
place of their meeting, by publication in at least one newspaperpublished in the district in which such meeting is to be held.
Art. 3630. Each and every one of such boards shall procure a

seal as soon as practicable after their organization, which seal
shall be impressed upon every certificate granted.
Art. 3631. Whenever a vacancy occurs in any of said hoards,

the same shall be filled by appointment by the judge of the dis-
trict in which such vacancy occurs.
Art. 3632. It shall be the duty of said board to examine

thoroughly all applicants for certificates of qualification to prac-
tice medicine in any of its branches or departments in this
State, whether such applicants are furnished with medical diplo-
mas or not, upon the following named subjects, to wit : anatomy,physiology, pathological anatomy and pathology, surgery, ob-stetrics, and chemistry; but no preference shall be given to anyschool of medicine.
Art. 3633. When the board shall be satisfied as to the quali-fications of an applicant, they shall grant him a certificate to

that effect, which certificate shall entitle the person to whom
granted to practice medicine in any county in this State, when
the same has been recorded as required by Article 3635.
Art. 3634. Any two of the members of such board of medi-

cal examiners may grant a certificate of qualification to an ap-
plicant, and any member of said board shall have authority to
grant a temporary certificate to an applicant upon examination
until the next regular meeting of the board, at which time the
temporary certificate shall cease to be of force.
Art. 3635. The certificate provided for in the two preceding

articles shall, before the person to whom it is granted is entitled
to practice by virtue thereof, be recorded in the office of the clerk
of the county court of the county in which such practitioner
may reside or sojourn, in a well-bound book to be kept by the
clerk for that purpose ; and when so recorded the clerk shall cer-
tify thereon under his official seal the fact and date of such rec-
ord, and shall return such certificate to the person to whom the
same was granted, and shall be entitled to demand aud receive
for such service, from the holder of such certificate, the sum of
one dollar.
Art. 3636. The board shall be entitled to demand and re-

ceive from each applicant examined the sum of fifteen doilars,
whether a certificate be granted to such applicant or not.
Art. 3637. The provisions of this title shall not apply to the

following persons: (1.) To those who may have been already
qualified for the practice of medicine under an act entitled An
Act to regulate the Practice of Medicine, passed May 16, 1873.
(2.) To those who have been regularly engaged in the general
practice of medicine in this State or in any of its branches or
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departments for a period of five consecutive years prior to the
first day of January, 1875. (3.) To females who follow the
practice of midwifery strictly as such.
Art. 3638. No person, except those named in the preced-

ing article, shall be permitted to practice medicine in any of its
branches or departments in this State without having first ob-
tained and recorded a certificate of qualification from some au-
thorized board of medical examiners, as hereinbefore provided ;
and any person so offending shall be punished as provided in the
Penal Code.
Extract from the Penal Code of the State of Texas:

—Title XII. Chapter three. Unlawful Practice of Medicine.
Article 396. If any person shall practice medicine in this

State in any of its branches or departments, or offer or attempt
to practice, without first having obtained a certificate of profes-
sional qualification from some authorized board of medical ex-
aminers, he shall he punished by a fine of not less than fifty nor
more than five hundred dollars.
Art. 397. Each patient visited or prescribed for, or each

day's offer to practice, shall constitute a separate offense under
the preceding article.
Art. 398. If any person shall hereafter engage in the practice

of medicine in any of its branches or departments, without hav-
ing first filed for record with the clerk of the district court of
the county in which such person may reside or sojourn a certifi-
cate of professional qualification from some authorized board of
medical examiners, he shall be punished as prescribed in Article
396.
Art. 399. The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to

any person who has been regularly engaged iu the general prac-
tice of medicine, or in any of its branches or departments in this
State, for five consecutive years prior to January 1, 1875 ; nor
to any person who may have legally qualified himself to practice
medicine under the provisions of an act entitled, Act to regulate
the Practice of Medicine, passed May 16, 1873 ; nor to any fe-
male who may follow the practice of midwifery strictly as such.
Adopted and went into effect on September 1, 1879.
-.-.

Medical Schools.
THE NEW YORK AND BROOKLYN MEDICAL

SCHOOLS.
COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, MEDICAL

DEPARTMENT OP COLUMBIA COLLEGE.

The important changes announced at this college
continue in operation. The spring session was then
discontinued, and all the exercises of the school hence-
forth take place during one continuous session ; so that,
instead of a spring session and a succeeding winter ses-
sion of live months' length, which formerly made up
the collegiate year, this, since the collegiate year of
1880-81, consists of a single session of somewhat
over seven months in length, which will commence

upon the 3d of October and end during the first part
of May. The only intermissions in the lectures will
be for three days at Thanksgiving and one week at
Christmas. Thus, for a " required " session of five
months and an " optional " session of two and a half
months, there is now substituted a " required " session
of seven months. This session is not merely an ex-
tension of the winter session, with the same amount,
of stated exercises per week ; but the number of
didactic and other stated exercises each week has
been diminished, at the same time that the course has
been lengthened, for the purpose of allowing more time
for laboratory and hospital work, recitations, and pri-
vate study. This the faculty regards as a very val-
uable change, since, until last year, owing to the short-
ness of the session, the student's day was too crowded,
for his good, with stated exercises.
The omission from the scheme of exercises of sev-

eral didactic lectures a week will render it possible
for the recitations conducted by the corps of exam-

iners to be held almost entirely during the daytime
instead of in the evening, as previously.
After the first of May, beginning immediately at the

close of the course of lectures, the examinations will
occur, and the commencement exercises will henceforth
be held about the middle of May, instead of at the
end of February. As has been the case for some
time at this school, all the examinations for the degree
of M. D. will be conducted entirely in writing, and no
candidate will be allowed to graduate until he shall
have passed a satisfactory examination in each and all
of the seven branches. The candidate is " condi-
tioned " when the average merit of his thesis and ex-
aminations has been satisfactory, while in one or more
branches he has been found deficient ; in which case
he can proceed to his degree only on the condition
that he first pass a reexamination in the deficient
branch or branches, not sooner than at the next reg-
ular semi-annual examination. The candidate is " re-
jected " when the average merit of his thesis and ex-
amination has been unsatisfactory, and in this case he
must be reëxamiued in all the seven branches, although
the writing of a new thesis is rarely required.
The college authorities state that the prospects of

the institution were never better than at present. The
usual prizes are announced, and the award of the
Alumni Association Prize will be made at the com-
mencement, 1882. The next award of the Stevens
Triennial Prize, which is open for universal compe-tition, but which is given to no essay which does not
include the results of original research, will be made
in 1882, and the subjects (of which either may be
chosen) are as follows :

—(1.) Lesions of the Brain in Connection with the
two Forms of Diabetes.

(2.) Diphtheria in its Relations to Membranous
Croup.

BELLEVUE HOSPITAL MEDICAL COLLEGE.
The changes announced in the curriculum at this

school consist mainly of a renunciation of the attempt at
an obligatory course of three full sessions at the college,and of a return to the optional three years' course.

The faculty stated last year that for several yearsthey had endeavored to induce students to attend three
courses of lectures (passing their examinations in the
elementary departments at the close of the second ses-
sion), and that those who had followed this course had
shown in their examinations a grade of qualification
much higher than the standard usually attained bystudents uuder the old system.
The experience of the session of 1880-81 has led

the faculty reluctantly to the conclusion that to persist
in the requirement of attendance during three courses
will be to incur a risk as regards the interests of the
college, which they do not feel justified in assuming.In announcing a return to their original require-
ments for graduation, the faculty desire to state that
all the new additions to the curriculum will be re-
tained. It is not proposed to recede in the least from
these. Students will have the same opportunities for
practical exercise in the different departments as those
enjoyed by the class of 1880-81. For those who
choose to attend during three sessions, the provisions
as respects examinations in the elementary branches at
the eud of the second year, and an exclusive devotion
to the practical departments during the third year, willbe continued. To all students who are able to do
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